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Editorial 

Beginning with Volume 49 the r e a d e r s  of "Theore t i ca l  

and Appl ied  Gene t i c s "  will  m i s s  a name on the front  

page:  that of P r o f e s s o r  Hans Stubbe. 

Hans Stubbe s e r v e d  TAG for  many y e a r s :  he took 

o v e r  the journa l  f rom his t e a c h e r  E rwin  Baur  and a f te r  

the war ,  a l r eady  in 1946, he s t a r t e d  it again with Vol-  

ume 17/18,  as c o - e d i t o r  with s e v e r a l  o ther  g e n e t i c i s t s .  

Beginning with Volume 33 (1963) he b e c a m e  ed i to r .  

With Volume 38 (1968) this  function was changed to a 

managing ed i to r sh ip .  Hans Stubbe saw and s t i m u l a t e d  

the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of our  journa l  f rom " D e r  Zi~chter",  

v ia  a shor t  pe r iod  of "Gene t i c s  and Breed ing  R e s e a r c h "  

to "Theore t i ca l  and Appl ied G e n e t i c s " ;  f rom a s c i e n t i -  

f ic journa l ,  publ ishing a lmos t  e x c l u s i v e l y  plant b r e e d -  

ing a r t i c l e s  in Ge rman ,  to an in te rna t iona l ly  r e c o g -  

n ized  w or l d - w i de  accep ted  pe r iod ica l  with most  a r -  

t i c l e s  in Engl i sh .  

Hans S tubbe ' s  cont r ibu t ions  to gene t i c s  and plant 

b reed ing  have been r e c a l l e d  in detail  by Georg  Mel -  

c h e r s  on the occas ion  of his  70th bi r thday ( s e e  Theor .  

Appl.  Genet .  4__~2, 1-2 (1972))  ; h is  ed i to r i a l  c o n t r i -  

butions to sc i en t i f i c  publ ica t ions  in the huge f ie ld  of 

biology in g e n e r a l ,  and to gene t i c s  and plant b reed ing  

in p a r t i c u l a r ,  have not yet beenfu l ly  r e c o g n i z e d .  [May-  

be they a r e  too g rea t  to be d e s c r i b e d .  ] The c o - e d i -  

t o r s ,  m e m b e r s  of the ed i to r ia l  board  throughout  the 

y e a r s  of TAG, wish to thank him for  his  constant  and 

a lways f r i end ly  coope ra t ion .  Many thousands of manu-  

s c r i p t s  p a s s e d  through his hands and o v e r  his  desk 

during t he se  decades .  His sc i en t i f i c  judgement  was 

a lways c r i t i c a l ,  but benevolent  and c o n s t r u c t i v e .  The 

new ed i to r i a l  board  will m i s s  his  e x p e r i e n c e  and w o r k -  

ing capac i ty .  

The r e t i r i n g  m e m b e r s  of the ed i to r ia l  board  a lso  

d e s e r v e  much c r ed i t  for  all the  work  they have  con-  

t r ibu ted  to TAG by the acqus i t ion  of good m a n u s c r i p t s ,  

r ev i ewa l  of pape r s  and many va luable  sugges t ions  to 

pub l i sher  and ed i to r .  New men  will take o v e r  t he se  

c ruc i a l  dut ies ,  which a r e  e s sen t i a l  and d e c i s i v e  fo r  

the l eve l  of a sc ien t i f i c  pe r iod i ca l .  

The a s s i s t a n c e  behind the s c e n e s  should a lso  not 

be forgot ten :  M r s .  E l i s abe th  Wi l l iges ,  who took c a r e  

of the s e c r e t a r i a l  work for  about 20 y e a r s ,  which in -  

c luded  m o r e  than m e r e l y  wr i t ing  l e t t e r s  and c o n t r o l -  

l ing ga l l eys .  Thanks to he r  for  all that she did for  

TAG! 

Beginning with Volume 49 the number  of ed i to r s  

on the  board  has  been i n c r e a s e d .  All ed i to r s  will  take 

c a r e  of rap id  publ icat ion,  high s t anda rd  of pape r s  in 

the whole f ie ld  of b reed ing  r e s e a r c h  and a wor ld -wide  

cont r ibut ion  to appl ied gene t ica l  knowledge.  T h e r e -  

fo re ,  beginning with Volume 50, only m a n u s c r i p t s  in 

Engl i sh  will be accepted .  A rap id  ed i to r ia l  p r o c e d u r e  

will  gua ran tee  the publ ica t ion  of any accep ted  pape r  

within a few months .  A c l o s e  coope ra t ion  with the 

o ther  r e l a t e d  j ou rna l s  of Sp r inge r ,  such as " M o l e -  

cu l a r  and Genera l  G e n e t i c s "  and " C h r o m o s o m a " ,  will 

gua ran t ee  a s t r e a m l i n e d  publ ica t ion pol icy for  appl ied 

gene t i c s  and af f i l ia ted  f ie lds  of r e s e a r c h .  P u b l i s h e r  

and ed i to r s  hope fo r  the cont inued conf idence  of au-  

thors and readers of TAG. 

H.F. Linskens, Managing Editor 


